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**SUMH Members: Don’t forget: Plan to attend and  

participate in our January 22nd 
Annual Meeting at noon preceeded by a potluck brunch. 

 
 
 
 

“Christ’s presence has hallowed all that we are and every place that 
we are, and by his grace the world and we can never be quite the same 
again. Therefore we begin again, that in leaving the manger we may 
embrace the world for his sake and for ours.” 

   -Peter Gomes, Sermons: Biblical Wisdom for Daily Living 

http://www.sumhucc.org/
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From the Christian Education Committee: 
 
We regret having to cancel the Gift of A Son early in December. There were not enough 
families available to have it at that time. We will try again next year. 
 
The childrens' December offering brought in approximately $15.00 for Heifer 
International beehives. The beehive offering will continue another month or so. 
Notification came to Lin Gould that someone is matching all Heifer gifts through this 
month. Lin has sent in our offering to be a part of this generosity. 
 

A Rockathon, tentatively scheduled for February 18, will be held 
overnight to boost funds for those going to Pilgrim Lodge next 
summer. Some children/youth and adults will rock all night and some 
will go home to bed and come back in the morning. We will need to 
borrow some rocking chairs and will appreciate contributions of 
supper (pizza?), snacks and breakfast as well as hourly or all night 
pledges.  Contact Thayer Fanazick for more information. 
 

It’s not too early to think about Pilgrim Lodge for 2012.  It may also help keep us warm 
in the dark, cold winter days to remember the warmth of the summer sun.  Thanks to 
Pam Bowie for interviewing SUMH UCC campers about their experience last summer: 
 

Pilgrim Lodge Reflections from Happy Campers  
by Pam Bowie  

 
 In the summer of 2011, Somesville Union Meeting 
House United Church of Christ was well represented at Pilgrim 
Lodge, the retreat and summer camping site of the Maine 
Conference of the United Church of Christ. Our campers ranged in age from young 
elementary aged children to adults.  Fundraising events throughout the year support 
this church-related ministry for our young members.  For us to learn more about Pilgrim 
Lodge and its impact on our youth, young families, and adults, several of our campers 
shared their summer camping experiences with me.   
 
     First-time campers, Peter Benson and Kylie Higgins attended ―Faith 
Foundations‖ in late June.  According to Kylie’s mother Lynn, Kylie is already looking 
forward to next summer so she can spend a longer time at Pilgrim Lodge.  As a parent, 
Lynn was impressed with the Dean (program director) who she described as ―motivated 
and positive‖ with the young campers.   
 
      Peter Benson recorded his first summer camp experience in an impressive detailed 
journal.  To convey his enthusiastic reflections in this article may fall short of his vivid 
descriptions, so I urge the members of SUMH to ask him in person to share his 
thoughts about Pilgrim Lodge.  One of the highlights of Peter’s stay was making new 
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friends, in particular TJ whom he met while enjoying ice cream at the camp store.  TJ 
and Peter have continued their summer friendship by becoming penpals.  Peter learned 
about helping homeless people and sharing ―warm fuzzies‖ with other campers.  Peter 
thought the ice cream coupons from our church were absolutely great and he loved 
getting mail from our church members! His parents, Rob and Cristy, were also 
impressed with the staff and personally knew a pastor and her son who served as 
counselors.  Peter definitely wants to go back to Pilgrim Lodge to enjoy more 
Challenges or group activities, the good food, vesper services and the special arts and 
crafts projects. 
 
     Betsy Roberts and her grandson Jack DaCorte spent two nights at Pilgrim 
Lodge’s ―Grandparent with Kids‖ program.   Betsy decribed her first time camping 
experience at Pilgrim Lodge as a ―real treat‖!  Although grandparents are responsible 
for their grandkids, Betsy found it to be relaxing and very enjoyable.   She noted that 
she appreciated the camp’s efforts to run a green operation and provide healthy snacks 
to the campers.  Jack shared that he enjoyed swimming in the lake and when the bell 
was rung for meals.  Sharing a cabin with his grandma was fun and he liked sleeping on 
the top bunk! 
 
     ―Destination Hogwarts‖ was the theme for the camp attended by Claire, Herbie, 
and Kohl Shaw along with Tristan Higgins and Warren Young.  Claire commented 
that ―all of the people helped each other out‖ which made her week memorable.  An 
opportunity to dance under a disco ball and flashing lights was just one of the special 
events planned.  Her brothers agreed with Claire that the camp food was great.  
Herbie’s camp highlight was the evening vesper service when they did an echo across 
the lake.  Walking the labyrinth and hearing the loons on the lake were also very special 
to him.   Kohl summed up his experience quite succinctly—―Everything was fun!‖  He 
made a lot of new friends and plans to return next summer along with his brother and 
sister.  According to Tristan’s mother, Tristan had a blast and wants to return, too.  She 
also shared that he loved receiving the coupons from the church that he could redeem 
for ice cream.  Tying into the Harry Potter theme was a big hit for these campers. 
 
    Rounding out the summer at Pilgrim Lodge with Family Camp has become an annual 
event for Elizabeth and Eli Pouwels and David Lamon.  Elizabeth described Family 
Camp as a ―balance of spiritual and fun activities for the family.‖  Balance was achieved 
by giving the kids their space, but providing opportunities for parents to spend time by 
themselves, with other families, or with the entire group.  From a parent’s perspective, 
Elizabeth reflected that the camp experience ―teaches a lot of positive behaviors.‖  Eli 
definitely looks forward to this end of summer event and upon his arrival he told his 
mother, ―I can’t believe I’m at Pilgrim Lodge…I feel it is a dream!‖ 
 
     With the support and encouragement of the SUMH congregation, our campers can 
continue to benefit from the valuable programs offered at Pilgrim Lodge.  Making new 
friends, learning more about our role as Christians, and having a lot of fun in a beautiful 
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setting adds up to memorable camp experiences. 
 

A CALL FROM THE TRUSTEES: 
 

The Trustees would like to terminate our purchase of propane for one of the 
stoves in the Parish House, and replace it with an electric one. The other stove is 
electric. Does anyone have a used but functional standard size electric range 
that you might donate? The Trustees would like to make this change before the 
next pie-baking season! Please contact Robert Moore to help with this request. 
Thanks. 
 

Stewardship Campaign 
 

The Finance Committee, through Treasurer John MacDuffie, is pleased to bring 
you the following report on our recent Stewardship Campaign: 
     
From 51 households, we can expect to receive at least $69,570 for support of our 
2012 ministries. The budget goal is $75,000, so you can see we have only a few 
thousand dollars yet to raise. We have not yet heard from a dozen or so of our 
members and supporting friends, so we predict that the goal is well within our 
reach. 
 
Bill Fanazick and John MacDuffie spent some time trying to chase down and 
correct some of the figures in this tally, until we realized that there are actually 53 
Sundays in 2012! Hopefully this discovery will not shake too many budgets to 
pieces. For the church, with a number of weekly pledgers, it is actually good 
news! 
 
The proposed budget will be considered by the Council on January 6; then it will 
go to the Annual Meeting (remember January 22) for everyone to review and, 
hopefully, approve. 
 
 

A Quiz from the Endowment Committee 
 
Did you know?  The Endowment fund was begun on February 8, 2004 by a vote of 
the congregation at the annual meeting. 
Did you know?  The Endowment Fund was initially formed with monies in a variety of 
accounts including several memorial funds and from the dissolution of the Larger 
Parish. (Yes, our church used to be part of a group of churches in this part of MDI.) 
Did you know?  The Endowment Fund principal has increased since its beginning by 
three types of gifts: donations, memorials and bequests.  
Did you know?  At least three charitable gift annuities have been established which 
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will eventually benefit the Endowment Fund.   Charitable gift annuities benefit one or 
two persons during their lives and then the designated charity – such as SUMH. 
Did you know?  The Endowment Fund principal is invested with four institutions: Bar 
Harbor Savings and Loan Association, Maine Community Fund, United Church Funds 
UCC, and Maine Conference UCC. 
Did you know?  Unless otherwise specified by the grantor, the principal of the 
Endowment Fund will be retained and preserved.  On June 30, 2011 the principal was 
$246,682 an increase of $24,560 in the past 12 months. 
Did you know?   Monies gained from the managed investments may be expended. 
Did you know?  Since its inception, the Endowment fund has provided $34,700 to the 
operating budget of our church. 
Did you know?  There is a line item of $9000 in the 2011Church budget as income 
from the Endowment Fund. $3000 has been transferred to the Church’s operating 
account so far this year.   
Did you know? The current members of the Endowment Fund Committee are:  Cam 
Cary, Wayne Gregersen, Bish Isherwood, Frank Roberts and Betsy Roberts (Chair) 
Did you know? The Endowment Fund Committee welcomes your thoughts, ideas, 
questions and participation.  
 

NEXT ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE MEETING:  February 16, 2012 - 4:30 p.m. at Cam 

Cary’s home. 

Upcoming Events: 
 
CALLING ALL MEN: Cam Cary and Charles Stanhope would 
like to hear from men in the congregation regarding interest in 
beginning a winter monthly social or informational breakfast or 
lunch.  They are proposing a first meeting as a breakfast at 
Cam's home on Friday, January 20, at 8:30 a.m.  Together we 
will explore together what we want to get out of meetings like 
this and when might be the best time to meet.   Let Cam 
(rwcary@gmail.com, 276-0523) or Charles (csta482@me.com, 
244-7302) know of your interests. 
 
 
UCC DAY AT THE CAMDEN SNOW BOWL, February 4, 2012 

 
All Middle and High School Youth, their families and all the church 
family are invited to an unforgettable day of skiing, snowboarding, 
or tubing from 12:30 to 4:00 p.m. The cost is $40, including your 
lunch, a lift ticket, and rental.  Lessons are available at additional 
cost.  Participants are invited to gather at the First Congregational 
Church, Camden (55 Elm St.) at 11:00 a.m. for an early lunch and 
then head to the slopes. 

Contact Thayer Fanazick to participate.  There may be opportunities for SUMH UCC 
participants to carpool. 

mailto:rwcary@gmail.com
mailto:csta482@me.com
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Mission Committee Report 

The Committee sponsored the Mission 1 special UCC program in November, 

including Fast For Africa, food pantry and Thanksgiving basket donations. The 

Fast For Africa service wasn’t as well attended as we had hoped, but it was a 

moving service for all who participated.  The referendum question supporting 

Equal Marriage for all Mainers will be on the ballot next year, thanks to the efforts 

of folks across the state, including church family members who gathered 

signatures; efforts to ensure the passage of the referendum will begin after the 

first of the year. 

Many thanks to all those who generously gave Christmas presents to the kids at 

Mountain View, donations to Heifer International (and had their gifts doubled!), 

and much needed donations to the Christmas Fund offering.  Read about the 

Fast For Africa offering amount, as well as information about programs and 

giving in the Mission Committee Report in the Annual Report.  

 

 

News from The Alcyon Center:                                                       
A Spiritual Life Retreat Center and specialized mission of SUMH 

Regular Events:                                                                               
*The first weekend of every month includes Quiet Day on Friday morning and 
afternoon, Contemplative Worship on Friday afternoon, Soul Friends Gathering 
For Women on Friday evening, and Breakfast on Saturday 

*Soul Friends for Women meets on the first Friday from 7-9 PM 

*Bible Study meets on Wednesdays from 3:30-4:30 

*Silent Sits on Mondays from 1:00-2:00PM 

Detailed invitations to these events will be included in our newsletter from The 
Alcyon Center.  Let us know if you want to receive our quarterly mailing or if you 
are in need of other details regarding any of the above events. Contact Joan 
Jordan Grant or Kathryn Booth at 288-1060 or visit their website at: 
http://alcyoncenter.org 

The Alcyon Center Board Meeting ~ Saturday, 28 January 2012, 10:00 - 
Noon 

http://alcyoncenter.org/
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Notices: 
 

From the Department of Gratitude and Appreciation: 
Some say that “it takes a village,” but all of us at SUMH UCC know “it takes 
an island - and beyond.”   
 
Thanks to Lynn Higgins & family, Linda Brooks Nighman, and Jenn Shaw & 

family for the decorated church bulletins we used all through December!   

A hearty ho-ho and thanks to all the Secret Santas and to all the kids who 

were Santa’s helpers every Sunday, distributing the gifts! 

From our Administrative Assistant: Corrections to the church directory 

will be available soon.  Please review your listing in the directory and let 

Molly know if there have been any changes – Email office@sumhucc.org or 

call 244-5349.  

REMINDERS:  Note that the calendar for 2012 is up in the kitchen.  
PLEASE write down dates as you know them so that any committee 
planning an event, service or program can see if the date is available.  
There will be a year long calendar posted soon, so we can do the long term 
planning suggested by the congregation, PPRC and Church Council.  Stay 
tuned. 
  

STORMY WEATHER / CHURCH SERVICE CANCELLATION 
PROCEDURE: 

 
In the event that worship services are cancelled due to stormy weather, the 

following procedure will hold: 

1. A decision regarding whether or not to cancel will be made by the pastor and the 

moderator. 

2. That decision will be communicated to the congregation through an all-church 

E-mail. In the event that you don't have Email, a deacon will telephone you. 

Storm Center on Television Channel 2, WLBZ- 2 (www.wlbz2.com) will also be 

notified. 

3. If the power is out, you are having difficulty accessing your Email program, or 

you don’t have Email and haven’t heard from a deacon, please contact Victor (266-

4186), Molly (244-5349/266-8818) or Binnie (244-3316). 

 

NEXT SUMH UCC NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:  February 17 for March-April 
 

mailto:office@sumhucc.org
http://www.wlbz2.com/
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◄ December ~ January 2012 ~  February ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

1 Worsh ip 

10:30 
2   10:15  

CE Mtg 
@Higgins  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  4:00 

Council Mtg  
Annual 
Reports Due 

7  
 

8 Worship 

10:30 
4:00pm - 
Epiphany 
Gathering  
 

9  12:15 

worship & 
music mtg 
@ Hospice 
House 
6PM 
Handbells 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  Worship 

10:30 
MLK Sunday  
Food Pantry 
Ingathering  

16  
 

17  
 

18  Week of 

Prayer for 
Christian 
Unity (1/18 -
25) 

19  
 

20  
8:30am 
Menôs 
Breakfast  

21  
 

22  Worship 

10:30 
Annual 
Meeting  

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  Worship 

10:30 
 

30  
 

31  
 

Notes:  
Choir Rehearsal ï every Sunday at 9AM  

 

 

◄ January ~ February 2012 ~  March ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

   1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4   11:00 

Camden 
Snow Bowl 
Day 

5  Worship 

10:30 
UCC 
Womenôs 
Week (2/5-11) 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9 12:15pm: 
Worship/Music 
Comm Mtg, 
Hospice House  

10  
 

11  
 

12 Worship 

10:30 
Racial 
Justice Sun . 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  4:30  

Endowment 
Comm Mtg, 
@Careyôs 

17  
Deadline for 
Mar/Apr 
newsletter  

18  
Rockathon  

19  Worship 

10:30 
Food Pantry 
Ingathering  

20  
 

21  
 

22  

Ash 
Wednesday  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  Worship 

10:30 
First Sunday 
in Lent  

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

Notes:  

http://www.wincalendar.com/December-Calendar/December-2011-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/February-Calendar/February-2012-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/January-Calendar/January-2012-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/March-Calendar/March-2012-Calendar.html
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